Constituent Relations Office unites programs by Triplitt, Tom
Furman Magazine
Volume 54
Issue 4 Winter 2012 Article 26
1-1-2012
Constituent Relations Office unites programs
Tom Triplitt
Furman University
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine
This Article is made available online by Journals, part of the Furman University Scholar Exchange (FUSE). It has been accepted for inclusion in Furman
Magazine by an authorized FUSE administrator. For terms of use, please refer to the FUSE Institutional Repository Guidelines. For more information,
please contact scholarexchange@furman.edu.
Recommended Citation
Triplitt, Tom (2012) "Constituent Relations Office unites programs," Furman Magazine: Vol. 54 : Iss. 4 , Article 26.
Available at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine/vol54/iss4/26
FURMAN | WINTER 2012    3130   FURMAN | WINTER 2012  
CLASS NOTES, WINTER 2012 .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Furman ALUMNI NEWS
CONSTITUENT RELATIONS OFFICE UNITES PROGRAMS  ...........................................................................................................................................................
61
Nancy Dew Taylor of Greenville won the 
2011 Linda Flowers Literary Award from the 
North Carolina Humanities Council for “Mill 
Creek Suite,” a sequence of poems about 
a young North Carolina farm couple in the 
early 20th century. Her work was selected 
from more than 130 entries of poetry, prose 
and non!ction. “Mill Creek Suite” appears 
in the winter-spring issue of North Carolina 
Conversations, the council’s magazine. 
Nancy also received a cash prize and support 
toward a weeklong residency at Weymouth 
Center for the Arts and Humanities in 
Southern Pines, N.C.
67
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Carole Coates of Boone, N.C., retired last 
June after more than 20 years as executive 
director of the High Country Workforce 
Development Board, a policy and leadership 
group serving a seven-county region in 
northwestern North Carolina.
Ed Good of Greenville, a member of the 
Furman board of trustees and president 
of Hampton Development Co., was one 
of four entrepreneurs honored by the 
Greenville Tech Foundation in September. 
Each year Greenville Tech honors local 
entrepreneurs for their business success 
and community contributions. Ed is chair of 
Public Education Partners and Hollingsworth 
Funds Inc., and serves on the boards of the 
Upcountry History Museum and the Green-
ville Housing Fund.
71
T Thomas and his wife, Kathie Brown 
’70 Thomas, who served for almost eight 
years as coordinator and !nance and 
communications assistant, respectively, 
for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of 
Oklahoma, have returned to France where 
T is pastor of L’Eglise Evangélique Baptiste  
in Argenteuil. T remains executive director 
of His Nets, a nonpro!t that !ghts malaria 
through the distribution of insecticide-
treated mosquito nets in Africa.
73
Mike Blackmon received the 2011 Driver 
Education Teacher of the Year Award from 
the South Carolina Driver Education and 
Traf!c Safety Association. He is a teacher 
and coach at Wade Hampton High School 
in Greenville.
78
Leigh Scott of Germantown, Md., 
recently became director of development for 
the American Hiking Society in Silver Spring, 
Md. She manages the society’s relationships 
with many corporate partners, including 
outdoor retailers such as The North Face, 
Merrell, Columbia, REI and others. 
79
Madeline Rogero was elected mayor 
of Knoxville, Tenn., November 8. She brings 
extensive experience as a community 
development director, county commissioner, 
nonpro!t executive and urban planner to 
the of!ce. She is the !rst woman to be 
elected mayor of Knoxville and the !rst 
woman elected mayor in one of the “big 
four” cities of Tennessee (Nashville, 
Memphis, Chattanooga). Learn more  
at www.madelineformayor.com.
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Bob and Cindy Berry Mossey are in 
their second year as owners of the Great 
Harvest Bread Company in Marietta, Ga.
Von Reynolds was recognized in 
November for his 25 years of service  
at Seneca (S.C.) Baptist Church, where  
he has been full-time pastor since 1990.
81
Michael W. Gar!eld was recently 
named by Florida-based Health Manage-
ment Associates to lead Tennova Healthcare 
in Tennessee. He oversees six hospitals and 
other healthcare facilities in the Tennova 
system. He most recently served as a divi-
sion vice president with Community Health 
Systems in Nashville.
83
Tom Martel of Myrtle Beach, S.C., was 
elected the state’s Emergency Medical Ser-
vice Medical Director of the Year for 2011. 
Brig Spearman of Front Royal, Va., 
recently retired from the Central Intelligence 
Agency after 27 years of civilian and military 
service. His awards and decorations include 
the John A. McCone Award, the Career 
Intelligence Medal and the Intelligence Star. 
He continues to work as an independent 
consultant within the intelligence com-
munity.
86
Susan Mangels has joined Lindenwood 
University in St. Charles, Mo., as director 
of corporate and foundation relations. She 
was previously president of Lexington Col-
lege, a women’s hospitality management 
college in Chicago, for 14 years, and now 
serves as a trustee of the college.
87
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Jane Harris Downey of Columbia, 
S.C., is listed in the 2011 edition of South 
Carolina Superlawyers and Business Elite.
89
Mike (Bureau) MacLeod’s short story 
“Horn Hunter” was published in Best of 
the West 2011: New Stories from the Wide 
Side of the Missouri, an anthology from 
University of Texas Press. Mike is a combat 
correspondent and paratrooper with the 
82nd Airborne Division based at Fort Bragg, 
N.C. His photo essays appear regularly on 
the Department of Defense website and 
other military venues, and he was named 
the 2010 U.S. Army Forces Command 
Journalist of the Year. He taught in the 
biology department at Furman in the 
mid-1990s.
90
Lisa Stevens Gilford was recognized 
as one of the Top 100 Lawyers in California 
for 2011 for her work as lead counsel to 
Toyota in the recall class actions pending 
in the Central District of California. Lisa, 
a partner in the Los Angeles of!ce of Alston 
and Bird, was also recognized in 2010 and 
2011 as one of the Top 50 Women Lawyers 
in California. She is a past president of the 
National Association of Women Lawyers, 
the oldest women’s bar organization in 
the country.
Leif Murphy has assumed duties as 
executive vice president and chief develop-
ment of!cer of LifePoint Hospitals in 
Brentwood, Tenn. He joins the company 
from DSI Renal, Inc., where he was 
president and chief executive of!cer. 
Doug Welch has become chief executive 
of!cer at Doctors Hospital in Augusta, Ga. 
He has been in the healthcare industry for 
more than 20 years, most recently with 
HCA’s Medical Center of Lewisville, Texas.
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BIRTH: Max and Shannon Austin, 
a daughter, Molly Maxwell Austin, 
September 19. Max is president and 
owner of Austin Mortgage Group, 
a brokerage !rm in Mountain Brook, Ala.
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Tomiko Brown-Nagin will join the 
Harvard University Law School faculty 
this summer as a professor of law. 
She will also serve as an af!liate of the 
history department. She is currently the 
T. Munford Boyd and Justice Thurgood 
Marshall Distinguished Professor of Law 
and Professor of History at the University 
of Virginia, where she co-directs the Legal 
History Colloquium and teaches courses 
on American social and legal history, consti-
tutional law, education law and policy, 
and public interest law. Furman published 
an article about Tomiko, “Courage to 
Dissent,”in its Spring 2011 issue.
AFTER A PERIOD OF 
RESTRUCTURING, we are 
pleased to announce that the 
former Furman Alumni Of!ce 
is now part of an expanded 
group, the Of!ce of Consti- 
tuent Relations.
The restructuring brings 
such development programs 
as donor relations, parents 
programs and the Advisory 
Council under the same  
umbrella with alumni relations. 
It also almost doubles the size 
of our staff and improves our 
ability to share information and 
support each others’ efforts.
The newest member of this revamped team is 
Leo Fackler ’03, who joined the of!ce just before 
Homecoming as associate director. He previously 
worked in student affairs at Erskine College, and is 
already making major contributions to our efforts.
Leo, one half of an all-star Furman couple (his wife 
is Adelaide Duffey ’03), describes his return to Furman 
as “an inspirational experience. In many ways it still 
feels just like home. Most campus traditions have not 
changed, and the fountains are still crisp and clean.
“But there are new buildings, programs and, obvi-
ously, faces. And it’s clear that President Smolla’s vision 
and the advancements being made across campus are 
going to propel Furman to new heights.
“A major component of all this will be the level of 
engagement of our alumni, and particularly our young 
alumni. In the coming months we’ll be hosting events 
for young alumni and working to revitalize volunteer 
leadership around the country, so alumni should watch 
for news about Furman people coming to their area — 
and be ready to attend.”
 One program everyone in our of!ce is already 
knee-deep in planning is the Leadership Summit, 
scheduled April 19–21. The summit will bring together 
all of Furman’s leadership groups — from the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors and Young Alumni 
Council to the university’s trustees and other boards 
and councils — for a weekend of meetings and pro-
grams. The capstone event will be Friday, April 20, 
when we have our annual “Night of the Stars” 
for major donors at Greenville’s Westin Poinsett.
AFFINITY CARD CHANGE: A big thank you to 
everyone who has used the Furman Alumni Association 
Bank of America credit card. For years the af!nity 
card program has paid Furman a small amount based 
on usage, with the proceeds going into an account 
to support scholarships for children and grandchildren 
of alumni.
 Unfortunately, with new credit card regulations 
and changes in the banking industry, Bank of America 
is canceling the af!nity program because Furman is not 
a large enough customer. I am  
currently working to arrange  
a similar program with another 
bank. In the meantime you may 
continue to use your Bank of 
America card, assuming you’ve 
kept up your payments. (That’s  
a joke, folks.) But Furman will  
no longer bene!t.
WHAT’S CALLING YOU 
NOW?: This summer, the Center 
for Vocational Re"ection (Lilly 
Center) will sponsor the fourth 
installment of its popular Alumni 
Retreat. Scheduled July 19–22, 
it will feature talks and discus-
sion sessions with current and former members of the 
faculty and staff, while offering participants the chance 
to re"ect on their lives and career journeys. It’s a great 
opportunity to spend a weekend at alma mater, and 
to build and renew relationships with members of the 
Furman family. Visit www.furman.edu/lilly or write 
rolyn.rollins@furman.edu to learn more.
RECOGNIZING MENTORS: The next time you 
visit http://alumni.furman.edu (the Alumni Association 
website), look for the “Tribute to Furman mentors” 
link. There you’ll !nd stories by alumni about the most 
in"uential person from their Furman days. A few 
of these stories have already been published in this 
magazine. Maybe they’ll inspire you to submit an 
article about your own favorite Furman mentor. 
If so, we’ll be glad to add it to the page.
— TOM TRIPLITT
The writer, a 1976 graduate, is executive director 
of constituent relations and alumni programs.
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